
Dear friends,

We are so happy to meet you in SD Indonesia's e-news 
year- end 2010 edition.

In last October, Susila Dharma International Association 
(SDIA) representatives visited Indonesia. SD Indonesia 
team accompanied them on visit to development social 
projects in Java and Kalimantan. You can read our sto-
ries in this edition. 

We have also published articles about SD Indonesia visit to Yayasan Harkat  
and YUM Cipanas, and our activities to help people affected Merapi eruption 
disaster in Jogjakarta.

During this occasion, SD Indonesia team is wishing you:

Happy New Year 2011!
May this new year brings us more success, health and prosperity

Enjoy reading!

Ariana Susanti
Chairperson
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Australian volunteer 
to help with SD 

Indonesia marketing

Jennifer Lipp has joined SDI for a one-year placement as 
part of the Australian Youth Ambassadors for Development 
(AYAD) program. 

The AYAD program provides skilled young Australians the op-
portunity to volunteer overseas in Asia, the Pacific and Africa. 
The program is an Australian Government, AusAID initiative 
supporting the Millennium Development Goals.

During her assignment Jennifer will develop and implement 
marketing and public relations strategies to raise the profile of 
SD Indonesia and our partners. She will be setting up the poli-
cies and procedures needed to run an effective press office, 
as well as establishing the foundations for a solid long-term 
marketing plan. She will also be focusing on equipping SDI 
staff with the knowledge and skills to develop and implement 
their own plans in the future.

Jennifer has been working in marketing and communications 
disciplines in Australia and the United Kingdom for over eight 
years. She has specialized in online and social media com-
munications over the last few years and plans to apply this 
knowledge to her work with SD Indonesia. 

Jennifer has previously worked with a development group in 
Kenya to improve their economic sustainability and is looking 
forward to the rewarding experience of using her professional 
expertise to teach others. 

If you would like more information, please email Jennifer at 
jennifer@susiladharma.or.id

Clean water project still 
successful after three 

years
We recently conducted a monitoring visit to our clean water 
project in Cawang, a slum area in East Jakarta.

The project was implemented in September 2007 in conjunc-
tion with the SkyJuice Foundation, an Australian NGO which 
provides low cost, sustainable water treatment solutions, and 
the New South Wales Asian Business Advisory Council.

The SkyJuice filtering system produces up to 10,000 liters 
of portable water per day by removing bacteria and other 
contaminants without the need for electricity, and the one 
installed at Cawang gives over 100 slum residents access 
to clean water. 

Bapak Oman is one of the two volunteer maintenance staff 
for the project. He is responsible for ensuring the equipment 
is maintained properly and must regularly report to a com-
mittee, which is made up local residents.

During the visit Bapak Oman remarked that things have been 
a lot easier since the filtering system’s installation.  He said, 
“Before this equipment we had to pump and boil the water, 
which takes time and the water is still not clean. Now we know 
that the water is safe to drink.”

Please visit www.skyjuice.com.au if you would like to find out 
more about the filtration system. (*)

 





SDIA representatives visited YUM projects in Kalimantan

Members of the SD Indonesia team 
recently visited the Cipanas YUM 
Village to assess potential future 
developments for the facility.

In 2007 Indonesia’s Ministry of So-
cial Affairs, UNICEF and Save the 
Children published an influential 
report on institutional care. This 
report caused YUM to shift its focus 
from housing children at the village 
to running community development 
activities. 

YUM has already successfully 
completed the resettlement of many 
of the residents back with their families, 
one of the first institutions in the country 
to do so, and has begun to implement a 
range of new initiatives.

One of the ways the village plans to 

become a self-sustaining community 
centre is through the development of 
its organic farm, which is now well-es-
tablished and will soon begin marketing 
its products. 

The village also has excellent facilities, 

including a computer laboratory, 
community library, a vocational 
training center and dormitory 
accommodation. The community 
library is regularly full of children 
enjoying after-school activities 
and the vocation classes - includ-
ing sewing, computer skills, Eng-
lish, hospitality and job seeking 
skills - are well-attended.

The village now aims to find 
other uses for the facility which 
also serve the local community 
and produce a sound return on 
investment. We plan to continue 

working with YUM and the staff at the 
Cipanas YUM Village to help ensure 
these new initiatives are successful. 
(*)

Cipanas YUM Village leads the way 

Staff from SD Indonesia re-
cently accompanied represen-
tatives from the Susila Dhar-
ma International Association, 
other national Susila Dharma 
organizations and Yayasan 
Usaha Mulia (YUM) on visits to 
development projects in Java 
and Kalimantan (Indonesian 
Borneo). The site visits were 
an invaluable opportunity to 
monitor how funding and do-
nations are having a huge 
impact on some of the poorest 
people in Indonesia and to 
learn from the successes and 
challenges of these impres-
sive projects.

YUM Village  and Organic 
Farm,  West Java  
The YUM Village and Organic 
Farm in Cipanas, West Java, 
is successfully evolving from a home 
for orphaned and destitute children to 
a self-sufficient, community develop-
ment centre.  

Clean Water projects, Central 
Kalimantan
Each of these six YUM projects pro-

vides an average of 50 families with 
acress to clean water. Water is piped 
from wells to villagers’ homes and every 
home has a meter which measures the 
amount of water used. A nominal fee 
based on this consumption is collected 
on a weekly basis. 

These projects owe their success 
to the community engagement that 

was undertaken dur-
ing the project design 
and implementation 
phases. Each project 
has a committee of 
community members - 
consisting of a leader, 
secretary and treasurer 
-  who all volunteer to 
work together  to sus-
tain and maintain the 
facility, including col-
lecting fees and mak-
ing sure the water de-
livery system is working 
properly. The nominal 
fee charged pays for 
any maintenance and 
ensures that water, a 
scarce commodity in 
Central Kalimantan, is 
not wasted.

Posyandu (maternal and infant 
health), Central Kalimantan
YUM aims to not only provide the re-
sources needed to treat health issues 
but to educate people and assist them 
in preventing health problems. Educa-
tion is a particular focus for all of YUM’s 
health projects, as many of the com-

Susila Dharma visitors 
witness impact of donor funding



Bina Cita Utama school, Central Kalimantan
BCU has a mission to provide quality education - including 
social, cultural and environmental awareness - to the children 
of Central Kalimantan so that they are able to make a positive 
contribution to their communities as adults.

A selection of Australian, American and Singaporean cur-
ricula is taught in English during the morning and the official 
Indonesian curriculum is taught in the afternoon.  BCU is the 
only school in the province that teaches English, which is 
necessary for those wishing to work in government and other 
influential roles that will help shape the future of the region.

The school has 78 students including 10 scholarship students; 
63 children from Palangkaraya, Kasongan and remote areas; 
and 5 expatriate children. BCU achieved the highest results 
in Central Kalimantan for national examinations in 2009 
and 2010 and was officially recognized by the President of 
Indonesia.

The Barclays-BCU-YUM teacher training program trained 100 
Indonesian government school teachers in 2009 and will train 
a further 200 teachers in 2010. This program is invaluable 
for helping other schools in the region also provide quality 
education for their students.

For more information about BCU, please visit www.bcu-
school.org (*)   

SD Indonesia raises 
concerns about Yayasan 

Harkat
Yayasan Harkat, located approximately 30km southwest of 
Bangdung, was established as a home for abandoned chil-
dren in 1990. The original concept was to prepare children for 
adulthood by teaching them trade skills in a safe and secure 

munities in the region do not possess even basic knowledge 
on how to maintain good health.

As part of this work, maternal and infant health clinics are held 
on a monthly basis. The one attended by SDI was hosted in 
a village home and featured an educational, but amusing, 
film about how open defecation can directly lead to family ill-
ness. Approximately 20 mothers then had their babies’ weight 
measured and caught up on local news while their children 
enjoyed nutritious snacks.  

Library Resource Centre, Central Kalimantan
YUM has established a community library at their office in 
Central Kalimantan, an area where access to books is scarce. 
The library encourages everyone to enjoy the benefits of 
reading and inspires young and old to learn. 

To provide access to books to the communities living far 
from the library, YUM has also developed and implemented 
a program called the Boxes of Books Services. This program 
provides a box filled with about 50 books and places each one 
at selected “drop of points” where local community leaders 
are then responsible for managing it. 

Sustainable Agricultural, Central Kalimantan
A lot of land has become unsuitable for farming in Central 
Kalimantan due to heavy deforestation. This has affected 
food security in the region, and the majority of available fruits, 
vegetables and meats are imported from other provinces. 

Recent research has highlighted a dire need for food sub-
sistence and improved skills of families living in the area. In 
responce to this, YUM is currently establishing a multi-layered 
Sustainable Agricultural project. 

By developing a demonstration farm, YUM is planning to train 
local communities to learn how to make the sandy soil in the 
region more productive so that they are better able to support 
their families through household-scale farming.

Work on the farm began only a few months ago and there is 
already much activity on the site, including extensive com-
posting, char experiments to help regenerate the soil and 
crop planting.

For more information about these fantastic YUM projects, 
please visit www.yumindonesia.org.  



Indonesia has been af-
fected by many natural 
disasters recently – includ-
ing the flood and landslide 
in Papua, the tsunami in 
Mentawai and the erup-
tion of Merapi - and we are 
collecting funds to help the 
people most affected by 
these tragedies. 

Since many villages around 
Merapi are affected, SD 
Indonesia is working with a 
range of institutions to help 
the victims. We appreciate 
and sincerely thank you  
that many volunteers and 
donors have been helping 
victims too. 

For the Emergency Relief, SD Indonesia 
has been distributed to Merapi victims 
in the form of daily need items such 
as milk, soap, toothpaste, shampoo, 
blankets, sanitary napkins and clothes 
to several base camps in Jogjakarta, 
there are Sleman, Kepuh Cangkringan 

dan Taman Agung, Mun-
tilan. SD Indonesia also 
visited people there.  

Since the emergency 
response program has 
finished, SD Indone-
sia is concentrating on 
providing clean water 
to the communities sur-
rounding Mount Merapi. 
According to the results 
of a recent survey con-
ducted for UN OCHA, 

41% of 450 
h o u s e -
holds in-
terviewed 
said that 
access to 
clean wa-
ter was a 
priority. 

F o r  t h i s 
p r o g r a m 
SD Indone-
sia collab-
orate with 

Planet Water Founda-
tion (PWF), a US-based 
non-profit organization 
that focuses on helping 
disadvantaged commu-
nities in the developing 
world by installing wa-
ter purification systems 
and delivering education 

programs on water-health and hygiene 
practices. 

SD Indonesia and PWF have already 
installed one clean water system in Kin-
telan Elementary School, Keparakan, 
Code River, Jogjakarta. The project, 
sponsored by JP Morgan, has provided 
clean water access for more than 1,000 
people in an area affected by the Mount 
Merapi disaster. 

During the system’s installation, PWF 
also conducted socialization activities 
to educate the kids and the local com-
munity about water-health and hygiene 
practices. The local village chief, rep-
resenting the community, was thankful 
for this program and the access to clean 
water.

PWF were so impressed with the teams 
work that they have decided to donate 
a further four units. Mark Steele, PWF 
founder and chief executive, said: 
“Working with SD Indonesia is different. 
We are like a big family and we enjoyed 
it very much.” (*)

SD Indonesia activities to 
people affected Merapi in Jogjakarta



home environment. Despite its promis-
ing beginnings, the project was plagued 
by a series of problems that have led to 
its current situation: 12 children remain-
ing on-site with no sustainable income 
for the project and facilities needing 
serious repair and investment. 

A farm has been established on the 
property and there is opportunity to use 
this for income generating activities, 

such as a selling extra produce through 
a roadside stall or restaurant, but this 
requires substantial capital and the full 
engagement of staff. Buildings have 
become dilapidated and need extensive 
repair to make them habitable. There 
is rubbish across the property and the 
garden needs to be tidied and proper 
footpaths built.

SD Indonesia has previously attempted 

to engage Yayasan Harkat’s staff to 
improve their financial sustainability, 
including using an external facilitator 
to explore revenue opportunities and 
offering training sessions on farming 
techniques. These efforts have been 
unsuccessful and we continue to be 
concerned about the future of the proj-
ect.  (*)


